
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Leo Sowerby 

* HYMN 11     O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?  Valet Will Ich Dir Geben 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

 Leader:  The messenger is coming! 

People:  He will bring the covenant in which we delight. 

Leader:  Every valley shall be lifted.  Every mountain and hill made low. 

People:  The One foretold is coming, whose cry will pierce the deepest  
  gloom. 

Leader:  The day is at hand! 

People:  The Savior draws near! 

INTROIT    Richard Proulx 

 Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight his paths. Rejoice, the Lord is at hand!  
    LUKE 3:4  
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MINUTE FOR CHRISTMAS MUSIC                            David Macfarlane 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, straighten out the areas in our lives that hinder us from 
discerning your way.  You call on us to prepare the way for the birth 
of our Lord and yet each year it seems we spend more time making 
preparations for our own pleasure rather than preparing for Jesus to 
be born anew in our hearts.  Help us to focus on the birth of Jesus 
Christ and what it means for God to literally come to earth.  Help us 
to prepare ourselves faithfully and sincerely to receive the Christ-child, 
in whose name we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   
                  The Fujitsuka Family, Akira, Nicole, Gabriel and Benjamin  

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. + 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON  Malachi 3:1-4 

* HYMN 3  Comfort, Comfort You My People         Psalm 42 

SECOND LESSON    Luke 3:1-6  

SERMON                 “Prepared”           Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY  The Springs In The Desert           Jennings 

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, “Be strong fear not behold your God will come 
and save you!” The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them and the 
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. For in the wilderness shall waters break out, 
and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
land springs of water: A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the way of 
holiness; the redeemed shall walk there: And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
with songs and everlasting joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.     
             ISAIAH 35 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                  Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Eternal and ever-living God...    
    . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name. 



  

 

SANCTUS 568 (choir and congregation)                                             Weaver 

Pastor: Holy God, in Your mercy . . . 

   . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pastor: We take this bread and wine and joyfully celebrate this  
Holy Sacrament. ...  And now, with the confidence of  
the children of God, let us pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.  —Revelation 3:20 

All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are invited to  
participate in this celebration. 

BREAD: To be taken individually, symbolic of your personal 
commitment to God through Jesus Christ.  For those who 
are gluten-sensitive, the cups on each paten (bread plate) 
contain gluten-free crackers. 

CUP: Please wait until all are served, symbolic of your  
corporate belonging together in the body of Christ.   
Grape juice is the fruit of the vine used in our  
celebration of the sacrament. 

COMMUNION                         Virga Jesse Anton Bruckner 

 Virga Jesse floruit: Virgo Deum et hominem genuit: pacem Deus reddidit, in 
 se reconcilians ima summis. Alleluja. 

 The rod of Jesse hath blossomed: a Virgin hath brought forth God and man: God hath 
 restored peace, reconciling in Himself the lowest with the highest. Alleluia.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   



 

 

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 8 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  Truro 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Lift Up Your Heads Walcha 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 
TODAY’S MUSIC 

Leo Sowerby (1895-1968.) was one of the most performed American composers of 
symphonic music in the early 20th C.  He was the one who extended the reach of the 
American symphonists into the mainstream repertoire of his instrument, the organ. For 
his position at St. James’ Episcopal Cathedral in Chicago he composed many organ 
pieces based on familiar hymns.  Anton Bruckner (1824-1896) was trained as an 
organist and didn’t begin composing his great symphonies and masses until he was in his 
forties. His chromatic style and quickly changing moods can be heard in his small works 
for chorus such as today’s anthem on an Advent antiphon. Arthur Bates Jennings, Jr. 
(1887-1972) was born in New York City, the son of a distinguished architect. He 
attended college at Wesleyan, the University of Pennsylvania, and Dickinson College, 
where he was appointed college organist in 1910. In a career spanning over 50 years, 
Arthur worked as an organist and choir director at several universities and churches 
across the United States, including Plymouth Congregational Church, Minneapolis, and 
the University of Minnesota, where he retired as Professor Emeritus. Helmut Walcha 
(1907-1991 in Frankfurt) was a blind German organist who specialized in the works of 
the Dutch and German baroque masters and is known for his recordings of the complete 
organ works of Johann Sebastian Bach. Born in Leipzig, Helmut was blinded at age 19 
after vaccination for smallpox. Despite his disability, he entered the Leipzig Conservatory 
and became an assistant at the Thomaskirche (Bach’s church) to Günther Ramin, who 
was professor of organ at the conservatory and cantor at St. Thomas'. Walcha enjoyed a 
long career on the faculty of Germany’s most important conservatories and enjoyed a 
reputation as a teacher even more than as a performer. Many prominent American 
organists of the mid-20th Century were among his students.  He retired from public 
performance in 1981. 

 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Malachi 3:1-4 (NRSV) 
 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, 
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, 
says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering 
of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 
 
Luke 3:1-6 (NRSV) 
 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, 
and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 
and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming 
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the 
book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 
smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the How May We Serve You/Visitor Card in the  
pew racks. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Centers at Coffee & 
Conversation or in the Lobby of the Sanctuary, where you will receive a  
FPC Welcome Gift.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Ray Fields, Captain 
    Norma Francis       Arlene Mattis        Joanna O’Donovan       Audrey Svensson  
 
Communion Servers  for this Sunday’s service are:  
  Michael Bales  Stephen Brown      John Fraser  
  Moon Han  David Johnson      Christopher Tauss   
 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Kristen Freeman. Kristen works at 
Movado in the Finance Department as a logistics analyst, in charge of Point 
of Sale display inventory worldwide. She enjoys watching tennis, dancing,  
and getting together with friends. She and her husband, Jonathan, were 
married at FPC on May 25, 2014. Both are graduates of FPU. The couple 
just celebrated their 1 year anniversary with a trip to Kristen’s favorite  
place, Disney World. They currently reside in Dumont, NJ.  
 
The FLOWERS today are dedicated to the glory of God in loving memory 
of Alden Johnson, granddaughter of and given by Joan Van Alstyne Johnson. 
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Large Print Bulletins with Hymns are available. 
 

We have two ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCES to the church 
building, one on the Dwight Place side into Elmore Hall, and 
another through the Playground to the door into the long hall.  
 

Our sanctuary is TELECOIL-EQUIPPED for 
persons with compatible hearing aids. Assistive-
listening headsets are also available at the audio 

control desk. 
 

The AED (Automated External Defibrillator) is located  
in the Flower Room. 
 

First Aid Kits are located in the Flower Room and on the 
counter in the Elmore Hall kitchen.  
 

CIRCUS ROOM NURSERY is next to the Church 
Office and open from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The Nursery 
is equipped with parent pagers that will alert you if needed. 

If you stay with your child, you can hear the Worship 
Service in the Nursery. Bulletins are provided.  
  

CHURCH SCHOOL classes are in the Center for 
Learning: 3, 4, & 5 year olds meet in the Jungle 

Room, Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd graders meet in the 
Ocean Room, and the 3rd, 4th and 5th graders meet in  
the Forest Room after seeing the DVD in Music 
Room. Middle School meets in the Youth Room.  
  

WEEKLY PARENT CUES for FIRST LOOK and 252 
BASICS are in display rack at the ORANGE Bulletin Board. 
 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Linda Farrell, Ulah Fields, T.K. 
Lau, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Carol Schulzrinne, Phil Tamis, Mercedes Zuluaga.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Alan Aluska, Lauren Bigler, Bruce Forshee, John Fraser, Akira Fujitsuka, Audrey Harrison, 
Linda Heitner, Paul Kang, Nicole Kim, Arlene Mattis, Charlene Niland, Frank Palo, Beverly Rhinehart,  
John (Jack) Smolen, Jeff Spady. 
Co-Moderators: Elena Sepulveda & Candida Urena Staff: Reverend Richard Hong & Dorothy VanderWerf 
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WARM WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS!  Please fill out  
How May We Serve You?/Visitor's card in the Pew Racks. Please 
bring the card with you to the Welcome Center in Elmore 
Hall where we have Coffee & Conversation or to the Lobby of 
the Sanctuary where we have a FPC WELCOME GIFT for you.    
  
GOD'S CREATION CALENDARS for 2016 are only $8.00 
in Elmore Hall. Profits benefit mission projects.    
 
This week's COFFEE & CONVERSATION is coordinated  
by Phil Tamis and Beatrice Barbieri. Thanks Phil and Bea! 
 
GIVE AN ALTERNATIVE GIFT to family and friends this 
Christmas! Check out the HEIFER Christmas Catalog in Elmore 
Hall and give a share of an animal, or a tree, or honey bees, etc. 
Gift cards and order foms are available.  
 
Sign-Up to help host FAMILY PROMISE in Elmore Hall, a 
shelter for homeless families from December 20 - 27. We  
need 2 hosts to stay overnight on Thursday, December 24  
and 1 host on Dec. 25.  We also need dinners provided those 
two nights. Others may wish to donate breakfast or lunch items. 
 
Stop by the Welcome table at C & C and SAY HELLO TO 
ANDY (who is 18” tall and sitting on the table). Carol 
Cornell works with Developmentally Disabled adults, 
children, and their families, doing evaluations for programs  
and services.  "I met Loretta and her son Daniel who is autistic. 
Loretta sells My Sibling and My Pal dolls, makes the clothes by 
hand, and writes stories (that come with the doll) from real-life 
experiences of people with autism. Daniel packs the boxes and is 
a perfect job for him."   
  
Our CROSSROADS contemporary worship service is  
on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual,  
lively, and fun, with a great band and the same basic sermon  
as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s  
a great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends!  
Child Care in the Nursery is provided by Sarahi Atencio  
and Blake Simis.  
 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY meets in the Chapel 
at 7 p.m.  



  

 

 
TUESDAY, December 8: 
 SCRIBBLE ART Mini Scribblers at 10 a.m. and Sensory Class 

at 11 a.m. in the Art Loft. 

 
WEDNESDAY, December 9: 
 GRIEFSHARE meets in the East Room at 7 p.m. 

 
THURSDAY, December 10: 
 ADULT BASKETBALL meets at 7:30 p.m. in Elmore Hall. 

 
SATURDAY, December 12: 

 BOY SCOUT TROOP 28 meeting, 6 to 8 p.m. Contact 
Richard Carr at 551-795-6453. 

 
NEXT SUNDAY, December 13: 
 CHANCEL CHOIR rehearses in the Choir Room at 9:30 a.m. 
 

 BIBLE STUDY meets in the East Room at 10 a.m.  
 

 The CIRCUS ROOM NURSERY is open from 10:30 a.m.  
to 12:30 p.m.  

 

 CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE at 4 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  
Childcare will be provided in the Circus Room Nursery. 

 

 CROSSROADS does NOT worship. 
 

 FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY meets at 7 p.m. in the 
Chapel. 
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Donations to the CHRISTMAS MUSIC FUND are still  
being accepted to enable the beautiful Christmas programs at 
our church to continue. The fund no longer has a sufficient 
balance to cover the expense of our magnificent brass quartet 
and other instruments for the Christmas programs. Donations 
are desperately needed so that our tradition of having the most 
beautiful music in the county can continue uninterrupted.  
Donations received at the office by Tuesday will be listed in  
the Candlelight Carol Service program booklet. 
 
SINGING WITH CYNDI begins next week as kids learn 
'Away in a Manger.' With all the holiday rush, make sure to 
put Sunday January 3rd on your calendars. All FPC kids  
invited to participate in telling the story of Christmas at the 
Three Kings Celebration following 11 a.m. worship!  
 
FPC Mobilize for Mission: GIFT WRAPPING FOR  
HABITAT BERGEN is gearing up for a bigger and better  
holiday season with their Annual Holiday Giftwrapping Drive 
this December! This is an EASY and FUN way to give back this 
holiday season. Volunteers are needed for the dates listed  
below.  Each shift is only 3–4 hours and you can do some of 
your own holiday shopping before or afterwards! Call  
201-457-1020 or register online:  
http://habitatbergen.volunteermatrix.com/  
Bergen Town Center:  December 11th – 24th 
Shifts: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.; 1-5 p.m.; 5-8 p.m,; 8-11 p.m. 
  

Parents: One of the Presbyterian Church’s most amazing  
programs happens every three years and is only for youth  
heading to High School or in High School. It’s called  
TRIENNIUM and it’s happening this summer from July 18-23; 
more than 4,000 teenagers gather and its fantastic! We know  
a few of you are interested - and a few of you are still  
considering. Pastor Rich and I will hold a meeting with parents 
and teens on Sunday December 13th directly after worship.  
At that meeting we'll update you about the mandatory January 
deposit, FPC Scholarships and Karen (Josh and Emily's Mom) 
has already started thinking about great fundraising ideas. 
See you Sunday 12/13 in the Meeting Room - many thanks if 
you can RSVP so we know how many are coming. 
 
DOES SOMETHING NEED FIXING?  We take pride in 
keeping our facility in top shape.  If something isn’t working 
right, please send an email to pleasefixit@englewoodpres.org.   
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

THE REVEREND KELLIE ANDERSON-PICALLO - DIRECTOR OF MISSION STRATEGY 
DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
DOROTHY VANDERWERF - DIRECTOR OF CARE MINISTRIES 

DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 
LIZ GIRVIN-MARCUS - OFFICE ASSISTANT 

MARY STEVENS - BOOKKEEPER 
JOHN REYNOLDS - CUSTODIAN  

 
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Get the New FPC App 
 

Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check  
the church calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even  
give online!  Parents receive notifications with suggestions for 
faith-based family discussions.  For Android or iPhone – just 
search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your app store. 

Please make sure we have your Current E-mail Address.  Please send  
an email to office@englewoodpres.org to update your contact information.  
We send informative emails to the congregation at least weekly.  If you are not 
receiving them, please check your spam folder and add mailer@englewoodpres.org 
to your contact list. 

Chancel Flowers 
If you wish to honor or memorialize a loved one, you can 
sponsor our standard floral arrangement on Sundays or order 
a specific arrangement. Details, including costs, are available 
on the Chancel Flowers reservation form that is available in 

the Flower Room (just outside the sanctuary; please ask an usher to direct 
you).  Thank you for your continuing support! 

Message Notes are Online 
 

Follow along with our messages through the FPC App or the separate  
YouVersion Bible app. Choose “Live Events” and search for events near you.  
Ours is listed with today’s message title “Prepared”. 


